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The  publisj^r  of  this  booklet,  who  is  also  its  author,  is  not  regularly 
engaged  in  the  publishing  business,  but  he  has  undertaken  the  task 
of  publisher  iti  this  case,  as  in  the  case  of  another  booklet  dealing 
with  newspaper  misrepresentation  of  the  labor  movement,  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  to  the  attention  of  the  working  people  of  America 
facts  vital  tb -their  welfare. 

Having  followed  the  career  of  William  Z.  Foster  for  some  years 
with  much  interest,  and  having  gathered  from  authentic  sources  the 
facts  related,  the  author  and  publisher  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  put 
them  before  the  working  class  of  this  country  as  casting  the  first 
revealing  light  that  has  been  shed  on  a spectacular  figure,  -^ho  in  a 
real  or  pretended  effort  to  bring  the  workers  into  closer  unity  of 
purpose,  actually  has  been  responsible  for  the  creation  of  more  hostile 
factions  and  really  has  promoted  more  and  gre^r  discord  in  the 
labor  movement  than  has  disturbed  it  for  years.  "Hndeed,  instead  of 
increasing  the  efficiency  and  effectiveness  of  the  labor  movement,  ./ 
Fosterism  has  started  it  on  the  road  to  disruptionf^ and  discerning  N 
men  can  see  but  one  alternative  to  resulting  chaos — the  stamping  out 
of  Fosterism. 

How  readily  Foster  can  take  up  a cause  and  how  readily  he  can 
abandon  one  is  demonstrated  in  the  text  of  this  booklet.  The  facts  re- 
lated serve  to  draw  a picture  of  the  present  “Red”  leader  as  the  ready 
opportunist,  the  will-o’-the-wisp,  ever  alert  to  seize  upon  such  new  dis- 
contents as  promise  to  bring  him  into  the  glare  of  the  limelight,  and 
to  abandon  them  when  the  limelight  begins  to  fade.  But  the  problem 
which  the  working  class  must  face  is  not  so  much  what  is  to  become 
of  Foster,  but  what  will  happen  to  his  deluded  and  abandoned  fol- 
lowers. 

Foster  is  resourceful,  adroit,  and  plausible — so  plausible,  in  fact, 
that  if  the  labor  movement  of  America  is  bankrupt,  as  he  claims,  it 
has  become  so  principally  through  the  efforts  of  his  well-trained  fol- 
lowers who  have  undermined  its  faith  and  coaxed  the  last  possible 
dollar  from  union  treasuries. 

Foster’s  exploit  in  Michigan  alone  has  meant  an  initial  cost  to  the 
labor  movement  of  almost  $100,000.  This  adventure  was  as  unneces- 
sary as  it  was  unwise  aad  expensive.  The  Bridgman  affair  was  either 
foolish  to  the  point  of  idiocy,  or  was  cunningly  arranged  as  a means 
of  enticing  more  and  yet  more  money  from  union  treasuries  and  the 
pockets  of  the  working  class.  According  to  the  figures  as  given  bv 
the  Federated  Press  Bulletin  of  August  4,  1923,  the  amount  collected 
to  June  30,  1923,  was  $90,783.75 — the  unions’  financial  penalty  be- 
cause of  the  fondness  of  the  communists  for  doing  theatrical  stunts. 

Of  this  sum,  $28,505,  or  more  than  31%,  was  charged  to  “adminis- 
trative” expenses. 
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Foster  was  quoted  by  the  newspapers  as  stating  on  oath  in  his 
trial  in  Michigan  that  he  was  not  a member  of  the  Communist  or 
V'^orkers  Party,  but  he  and  Ruthenberg  were  the  recognized  leaders 
o that  party  in  the  raid  on  the  Farmer-Labor  Party  in  the  “historic” 
Jidy  3rd  “Convention.”  In  a recent  news  bulletin  of  the  Workers 
Pirty,  Foster  is  openly  spoken  of  as  a communist. 

What  Fosterism  as  a whole  is  costing  the  workers  in  dollars  and 
C(nts  is  something  that  may  only  be  conjectured,  but^ts  enervating 
el  feet  on  the  morale  of  the  trade  union  movement's  easily  perceived. 
Big  Business  is  quick  to  take  advantage  of  this. '^Fosterism  is  capi- 
ta lized  by  the  em^doyers,  and  is,  therefore,  a sinister  labor  influence.^ 
Foster’s  policy,  when  in  the  I.  W.  W.  movement,  was  to  array  the 
n embership  against  the  officials, ^^just  as  he  is  now  endeavoring  to  do 
ir  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

The  author  has  ^ndeavored  in  the  short  space  devoted  to  its  an- 
a ysis  to  show  that' the  “amalgamation”  scheme  is  a fraud. if  There  is 
a great  deal  more  that  can  be  said  in  connection  with  this,  but  others 
will  attend  to  that,  or,  upon  some  other  occasion,  he  may  go  into  it 
a length.  Seeing  the  unions  weakened,  morally,  economically  and 
fi  lancially,  he  would  have  been  calloused  and  unworthy  as  a trade 
uiionist  himself,  had  he  remained  silent,  and  appeased  his  conscience 
b/  reasoning  that  since  others,  higher  placed,  have  not  moved  to 
varn  the  labor  movement  against  Fosterism  and  its  dangerous  ten- 
dencies, why  should  he?  It  would  have  been  preferable  to  have;  sep- 
arated the  man  Foster  from  the  doctrinaire  movement,  Fosterism. 
b It  that  was  found  impossible.  To  check  the  disastrous  consequences 
that  arise  out  of  and  center  about  him,  it  became  a duty,  though  per- 
s )nally  distasteful,  to  expose  the  man.  To  do  this,  frankly,  honestly 
a id  sincerely,  this  pamphlet  is  written. 

Gifford  Ernest. 


C hicago,  Illinois, 
C'ctober,  1923. 


Foster,  Fosterism  and  Fosterites 

WILLIAM  Z.  FOSTER  is  one  who  follows  Nietzsche’s  advice 
to  “live  dangerously.”  This  is  not  meant  to  imply  that  “Bill”  in- 
clines to  physical  risks — the  Bridgman  affair,  and  the  three  perpen- 
dicular shots,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  We  will,  however, 
insist  that  he  has  risked  exposure  time  and  again,  and  escaped  it 
only  by  the  connections  he  has  contrived  to  make  at  critical  tinjes. 

Foster  has  won  a following  of  the  inexperienced  and  unthinking, 
within  and  outside  the  organized  labor  movement,  who  have  never 
analyzed  his  “philosophy,”  and  who  have  not  acquainted  themselves 
with  his  labor  career,  where  inconsistencies  and  contradictions  be- 
strew his  wake.  These  people  accept  Foster  for  what  he  appears 
to  be,  without  knowing,  or  caring,  what  he  really  is  and  what  he 
represents.  There  are  many  very  sincere  men  and  women  among 
Foster’s  adherents.  Indeed,  there  are  many  who  not  only  are  sincere, 
but  above  average  intelligence. 

We  believe,  however,  that  while  intelligence  and  sincerity  are  both 
prime  qualifications  in  the  service  of  labor,  they  are  not  in  themselves 
sufficient  for  the  guidance  of  the  labor  movement.  ^^There  must  ac- 
company them  correct  knowledge  about  industrial  facts,  and  the 
faculty  of  interpreting  and  relating  these  to  one  another.  This 
faculty  is  conspicuously  absent  in  Foster  and  among  his  followers, 

Without  Compass  or  Chart 

Therefore,  Fosterism  presents  itself  as  a plausible  and  attractive, 
though  an  essentially  contradictory  philosophy  that  endeavors  to  ex- 
plain from  superficial  indications,  but  is  incapable  of  reaching  down 
to  the  root  causes  of  the  evils  which  it  proposes  to  eradicate.  ^ Foster- 
ism is  anchored  to  no  principle,  and  is  without  any  fixed  policy  two 
basic  requirements  zvithout  zvhich  any  movement  is  doomed  to  failure.  I j 

Foster  himself,  primarily  an  opportunist,  explains  and  justifies 
his  erratic  labor  course  by  having  himself  accepted  as  such.  Call 
attention  to  his  trimming  and  tacking  upon  important  issues  and  his 
followers  will  meet  you  with,  “Bill  knows  what  he  is  about,  and  we 
know  that  he  knows.”  Here  is  evidence  of  the  same  attitude  and 
spirit  which  Foster  assails  as  the  most  dangerous  trait  exhibited  by 
Gompers  and  his  adherents — dictatorship  by  Gompers  and  blind  ac- 
ceptance by  Sam’s  supporters.  ^ ^ 

Comparison  by  Contr.\st 

Now,  by  what  process  of  logic,  we  are  driven  to  ask,  is  the  “crime” 
of  Gompersism  made  the  virtue  of  Fosterism?  If  Gompers’  pro- 
nouncements do  not  square  with  his  labor  actions,  is  it  not  equally 
true  that  Foster’s  pronouncements  likewise  do  not  square  with  his 
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Foster  is  not  a product  of  the  working  places,  nor  is  be  a product 
of  the  union  movement. 

Entering  the  Auger 

He  went  into  the  A.  F.  of  L.  union  movement,  not  to  learn  from 
it,  but  to  teach  it.  Pie  is  an  egotistical  theorist  who  imagines  himself 
to  be  a man  of  destiny. 

When  Foster  joined  the  railway  carmen’s  union,  he  did  not  do  so 
for  protection  in  a calling  that  he  intended  to  follow,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  recognition  as  a member  of  an  A.  F.  of  L.  union. 
When  he  had  established  himself  in  this  character,  he  set  out  to 
teach  the  A.  F.  of  L.  membership  what  he  imagined  was  the  matter 
with  American  unionism  and  what  should  be  done. 

Ordinarily  it  is  dangerous  and  unjust  to  attribute  motives  to  any 
one,  bu/^oster  had  already  put  himself  on  record,  in  the  literature 
of  the  Syndicalist  League  ;/so  he  had  advertised  his  intention  long 
before  entering  the  carmen’s  union. 

Foster  first  appears  out  in  the  extreme  Northwest  as  a contributor 
to  Dr.  Titus’  Seattle  Socialist.  Foster  was  then  a professor  of  odd 
jobs  without  any  union  affiliation,  with  a penchant  for  writing  and 
ample  time  to  indulge  it. 

In  1909,  when  the  I.  W.  W.  was  carrying  on  a “free  speech’’  fight 
with  the  Spokane  city  authorities,  Foster  participated.  At  its  con- 
clusion, he  claimed  that  his  eyesight  had  been  injured  as  a result  of 
the  treatment  he  received  while  a prisoner. 

His  First  Pie  Counter 

The  I.  W.  W.  sent  him  to  Europe,  for  the  double  purpose  of 
studying  the  continental  labor  movement  and  establishing  European 
connections,  and  also  to  have  his  eyes  treated  by  a noted  Berlin 
specialist. 

While  abroad,  Foster  was  furnished  with  credentials  by  the  gen- 
eral officers  of  the  I.  W.  W.  to  represent  that  organization  at  the 
Vienna  International  Convention.  An  organization  report  was  for- 
warded him  to  present  to  that  body.  James  A.  Duncan,  of  the 
Granite  Cutters’  Union,  was  the  A.  F.  of  L.  delegate  to  the  same 
convention. 

Earning  His  Feed 

Foster  challenged  Duncan’s  right^  as  the  delegate  from  the  A.  F. 
of  L.,  to  represent  American  labor,  ke  insisted  that  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
was  reactionary  and  that,  while  a revolutionary  organization,  like 
the  I.  W.  W.,  desired  to  be  represented,  the  congress  could  only  be 
true  to  labor  by  seating  him  and  declining  to  seat  Duncan.  ' The  con- 
vention, however,  was  unimpressed  and  refused  to  honor  Foster’s 
credentials.  Duncan  was  seated  and  Foster  was  thrown  out. 

An  Ambition  and  a Fall 

Foster  had  gone  to  Europe  as  an  emissary  of  the  I.  W.  W.,  sup- 
plied with  funds  from  its  treasury.  He  was  in  France  at  the  time 
that  a great  railroad  strike  was  being  conducted;  and  his  articles, 
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vritten  in  catchy  manner,  won  him  a lot  of  attention  from  readers 
of  the  I.  W.  W.  press.  Foster  expected  that  the  I.  W.  W.  would 
all  down  and  worship  him,  and  place  the  control  of  its  destiny  in 
liis  hands.  But  he  found  that  while  his  accounts  of  episodes  in  the 
French  railroad  strike  were  appreciated,  the  significance  of  his  syn- 
ilicalist  proposal  to  liquidate  the  I.  IV.  IV.  was  also  equally  well 
understood  and  appreciated. 

He  ran  for  editor  of  the  Industrial  Worker  upon  a platform  of 
decentralization  and  sustained  a defeat  that  decided  him  to  seek  other 
dements  and  other  fields  where  his  talents  might  be  appreciated  and 
liis  ambition  served. 

Unrelished  Realities 

He,  with  Jay  Fox,  an  anarchist,  founded  the  Syndicalist  League 
of  North  America.  The  league,  outside  of  a few  anarchist  enthus- 
iasts, never  commanded  a following,  and  William  Z.  again  did  odd 
, obs,  whenever  and  wherever  he  could  get  them  to  do.  In  those 
days,  porterhouse  and  mushrooms  were  never  on  the  bills-of-fare 
lie  consulted,  and  no  man  did  him  homage.  The  apostle  of  decen- 
iralization  had  no  following.  Of  himself  he  was  unable  to  recruit 
( me. 

Boring  In 
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Somewhere  along  about  this  time  he  secured  membership  in  the 
armen’s  union,  but  he  has  never  been  connected  with  any  activity 
if  that  particular  organization. 

Always  he  has  been  heard  of  as  a member  of  the  carmen’s  union, 
a connection  with  the  undertakings  of  bodies  other  than  that  in  which 
e held  membership.  His  railway  carmen’s  card  was  his  license  and 
is  justification  for  so  appearing. ■'^e  had  that  card  not  for  protec- 
ion  on  the  rip-track,  but  as  the  starting  point  for  a career, 

Starting  a Career 

Even  at  that,  the  chance  of  his  remaining  an  obscure  member  in 
le  union  movement,  where  there  are  so  many  capable  and  clever 
len,  was  as  one  to  several  thousand,  had  he  not  been  picked  up  by 
ohn  Fitzpatrick,  president  of  the  Chicago  Federation  of  Labor,'^a 
lean,  honest  and  sanely  progressive  labor  leader.*'  Mr.  Fitzpatrick 
jok  Foster  at  his  face  value,  at  the  time  of  the  organizing  drive  in 
le  Chicago  stockyards,  and  it  took  him  all  the  intervening  time  to 
iscover  that  William  Z.  was  a counterfeit.  Perhaps  Mr.  Fitzpatrick, 
kindly  man,  would  not  use  so  harsh  a term,  but  he  does  admit  that 
e was  deceived  in  and  bv  Foster. 


“Strategic  Retreats” 

Foster  started  out  as  a member  of  the  I.  W.  W.,  the  only  organiza- 
t on  in  which  he  had  ever  held  membership  previous  to  becoming 
a member  of  the  railway  carmen’s  union.  He  .good  for  and  by  the 
1 W.  W.  until  it  rejected  him  as  an  editorial  aspirant.  He  then  be- 
leved  in  decentralization.  He  nozv  believes  in  the  direct  opposite — 
CENTRALIZED  DICTATORSHIP.  He  did  not  then  believe  in 
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political  action.  He  says  he  does  nozv.  BUT  FOSTER  TEACHES 
THE  POLICY  OF  ‘^STRATEGIC  RETREATS.” 

He  still  tries  to  retain  his  hold  upon  an  I.  W.  W.  following,  by 
proclaiming  that  his  ultimate  is  identical  with  theirs.  But  he  led 
Mr.  Fitzpatrick  and  others  to  believe  that  he  proposed  the  strength- 
ening of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  and  the  isolation,  liquidation  and  disappear- 
ance of  the  I.  W.  W. 

Foster  wants  One  Big  Union,  but  he  wants  to  realize  it  according 
to  a program  of  which  he  has  predetermined  every  little  detail. 

The  great  steel  strike,  upon  which  his  reputation  rests  very  largely, 
stands  out  to  impeach  him,  as  lacking  the  one  asset  without  which 
the  leader  of  any  movement  is  bankrupt — SINCERITY. 

Between  Principle  and  Payroll 

Did  he  mean  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  steel  workers,  or  was 
he  primarily  interested  in  advancing  ambitious  schemes  in  connection 
with  his  own  future?  Let  the  record  anszver. 

' Even  the  most  uncompromising  supporter  of  Sam  Gompers  is 
ready  to  admit  that,  at  the  time  the  National  Committee  for  Organ- 
izing the  Steel  Industry  Workers  was  conceived  and  brought  into 
being,  the  steel  industry  was  practically  destitute  of  organization. 
In  the  campaign  that  followed,  Foster  was  advertised  as  the  out- 
standing figure,  alleged  to  be  a man  of  genius  and  integrity.  It  is 
his  integritv,  not  as  to  the  handling  of  dollars  and  cents,  but  in  keep- 
ing faith  with  the  steel  workers  and  labor,  that  is  open  to  question. 
This  is  the  vulnerable  spot  in  the  heel  of  this  modern  labor  Achilles. 

There  was,  to  all  intents  and  for  all  practical  purposes,  no  organ- 
ization among  the  workers  in  the  steel  industry  and  here  is  a man, 
entrusted  with  bringing  about  organization,  who  professed  to  believe 
in  industrial  unionism,  as  distinguished  from  the  craft  unionism 
exemplified  by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  unions.  But 
Foster  believes  also  in  “Amalgamation  as  a means  of  arriving  at 
^ his  industrial  union  destination. 

Winning  a Trick 

The  propaganda  for  organization  he  arranged  to  have  conducted 
along  psychological  lines— no  orations  or  perorations;  no  explana- 
tions, but  suggestions.  It  was  not  a campaign  that  relied  upon  edu- 
cation-calculated to  appeal  to  the  reason  of  the  men— but  a cam- 
paign that  depended  upon  slogans,  to  stir  the  emotions  of  the  audi- 
ences. “Unity”  and  “Union,”  Solidarity”  and  “Success”  — these 

were  the  things  stressed. 

The  results  were  gratifying  to  labor,  and  a source  of  uneasiness 
to  the  steel  interests.  Organizations  sprang  up  where  hope  of  or- 
ganizing had  been  abandoned  for  years.  . . 

\ These  took  the  form  of  Federal  Labor  unions — the  one  big  union 
' expression  within  the  A.  F.  of  L.  Here,  at  the  very  outset,  Foster  s 
proclaimed  union  objective  was  reached. 
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When  the  Plating  Wore  Off 
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He,  at  that  time,  had  himself  attained  a position  where  he  con- 
rolled  the  situation,  or  could,  at  least,  have  ofifered  to  defend  the 
)rganization  which  had  been  established,  had  he  not  been  under  the 
nfluence  of  a control — his  personal  ambition — which  suggested  that 
le  renege  upon  what  he  professed  to  believe,  and  what  he  had  led 
he  men  of  steel  to  expect. 

IV hy  did  Foster  offer  no  objection,  ivhy  did  he  not  carry  the  same 
Protest  he  is  now  making  to  the  organized  workers  of  America,  if 
le  was  sincere,  when  as  he  himself  puts  it,  “the  craft  unions  insisted 
hat  their  men  be  turned  over  to  them?” 

That  was  the  time  for  Foster  to  have  proved  that  he  meant  to  be 
rue  to  the  steel  workers;  that  he  would  be  faithful  to  the  industrial 
mion  faith  he  professes. 


In  Reverse  Gear 


But  he  did  not  do  that.  Far  from  it — so  far  from  it,  indeed,  that 
le  announced  his  conviction  that  “the  error  was  made  of  putting  all 
he  trades  into  one  federal  union.” 

This  is  the  man  who  covets  the  reputation  of  being  a straight- 
lealing,  upstanding  champion  of  labor,  and  the  apostle  of  industrial 
mionism ! 

We  are  constrained  to  speculate  why  this  avowed  believer  in  in- 
lustrial  unionism  made  no  effort  to  maintain  such  an  organization, 
vhen  the  sympathy  of  the  hosts  of  American  labor,  organized  and 
morganized,  and  of,  at  the  very  least,  the  organized  workers  in 
ither  countries,  would  have  supported  him  in  such  a stand? 

Was  it  lack  of  vision  and  generalship — two  qualities  Foster  is 
lleged  to  possess?  Or  was  it  lack  of  courage  to  stand  by  the  prin- 
iples  of  which  he  assumes  to  be  champion? 

A Swelled  Head 


Why  abandon  achievement  without  protest  and  betray  the  steel 
1 /orkers  ? 

Of  this  labor  Napoleon  ( ?)  may  we  inquire  whether  the  Con- 
5ul  was  not  aspiring  to  the  Emperor’s  crown?  In  such  a case,  of 
(ourse,  men — even  starving  men — become  pawns  and  unions  regi- 
ments to  be  moved  about  and  sacrificed  to  everv  personal  triumph 
taat  precedes  Waterloo.  ^ 

How  will  Foster  explain  away  that  he  was  a will-o’-the-wisp  that 
l;d  the  steel  workers  into  the  morass  of  defeat,  disaster  and  suffering,^ 
and  American  labor  to  disappointment? 

Did  he  believe  that  it  was  necessary  to  build  up  the  twenty  or  more 
c raft  unions  at  that  time,  in  order  to  “amalgamate”  them  later  ? 

Is  Foster  a fake,  with  whom  the  labor  movement  of  America 
must  reckon,  and  of  whom  it  must  dispose?  Is  he  only  mistaken 
a bout  the  labor  movement  and  himself,  or  is  he  consciously  striving 
t)  direct  American  labor  along  a path  that  leads  to  nowhere  and 
r othing  ? 
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Bridgman  Leadership 


Following  the  collapse  of  the  steel  strike,  which  he  blamed  upon 
everyone  connected  with  it,  except  himself,  he  disappeared  from  the 
front  pages  until  the  Bridgman  affair  and  the  trial  subsequent  to  it. 
This  “secret”  open  air  convention,  with  its  artillery  of  propaganda, 
in  which  all  the  elite  of  American  communism  were  present,  simply 
shows  the  quality  of  the  leadership  with  which  they  propose  to  supply 
American  labor. 

Everyone  knows  that  this  convention  arrangement  was  a trap,  into 
which  these  self-appreciated  leaders  walked,  with  their  unseeing  eyes 
wide  open  and  all  their  dulled  senses  alert.  Bridgman  proves  their 
shortsightedness  and  how  their  self-obsession  has  atrophied  every 
sense  upon  which  average  people  depend.  These,  who  could  not  dis- 
cern anything  as  “raw”  as  Bridgman,  assume  that  labor,  surrounded 
\ by  dangers  and  pitfalls,  should  accept  them  as  competent  to  lead  it 
\ in  safety  to  success. 

Is  not  this  asking  a great  deal  by  men  who  cannot  avoid  a simple 
and  evident  snare  themselves  ? 


Labor  Political  Movement 

In  1919  there  was  a political  movement- — the  Labor  Party — initi- 
ated by  the  Chicago  Federation  of  Labor,  which  commanded  an  in- 
stantaneous response  from  organized  labor  throughout  the  United 
States.  In  the  fall  there  assembled  in  Chicago  a national  convention, 
in  which  sat  representatives  from  every  state  in  the  union,  and  to 
which  came  a fraternal  representative  from  a similar  movement  in 
Canada — W.  R.  Trotter,  a distinguished  member  of  the  typographical 


union. 

In  this  movement  Foster  took  no  part,  notwithstanding  that  John 
Fitzpatrick,  his  greatest  and  best  friend,  had  sponsored  it.  Foster 
did  not  then  believe  in  political  action,  nor  in  political  movements. 

In  1920  there  assembled  in  Chicago  two  political  conventions — 
those  of  the  Committee  of  48  and  the  Labor  Party — which  under- 
took to  negotiate  terms  acceptable  to  both.  The  result  was  a joint 
convention,  which  gave  birth  to  the  Farmer-Labor  Party  of  the 


United  States. 


Preliminary  Penetration 


The  Farmer-Labor  Party,  as  a national  organization,  had  not  been 
long  in  existence  when  the  national  secretary,  Frank  J.  Esper,  was 
ousted,  and  Jay  G.  Brown,  who  had  been  secretary-treasurer  of 
the  National  Committee  for  Organizing  the  Iron  and  Steel  Workers, 
was  given  the  position  of  National  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Ear- 
mer-Labor  Party.  Later  a friend  of  Brown’s,  a jMr.  Reid,  who  had 
been  general  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Timberworkers’  Union  when 
Brown  was  president  of  that  organization,  was  imported  from  Seattle 
to  function  as  advertising  manager  for  The  New  Majority,  at  the 
time  the  official  national  organ  of  the  Farmer-Labor  Party.  Pre- 
viously S.  T.  Hammersmark,  also  one  of  the  organizers  in  the  steel 
organizing  campaign,  had  been  provided  with  a position  as  secretary- 


ki 


reasurer  of  the  Farmer-Labor  Party  of  Cook  County.  He  later 
)ecame  compiler  of  the  Labor  Directory  of  the  Chicago  Federation 
)f  Labor,  the  position  Brown  now  also  holds,  while  Hammersmark 
vorks  for  Foster’s  Defense  Council. 

Under  Orders 

Just  after  the  Trade  Union  Educational  League  was  formed  Fos- 
er  made  a trip  to  Russia.  The  avowed  purpose  of  the  League  was  to 
;ducate  the  membership  of  unions  in  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  although  the 
education,”  thus  far,  has  taken  on  only  the  character  of  arraying  the 
nembership  against  the  officials,  with  propaganda  of  the  most  super- 
icial  kind.  Two  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Trade 
Jnion  Educational  League  were  Jay  G.  Brown,  National  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  the  Farmer-Labor  Party,  and  'S.  T.  Hammersmark. 
:ormer  secretary  of  the  Cook  County  branch.  Thus  there  is  estab- 
ished  for  Foster,  and  perhaps  at  his  suggestion,  a point  of  sympa- 
hetic  contact  in  strategic  positions  within  the  Farmer-Labor  Party. 

The  Communist  Resurrection 

Meanwhile  there  had  been  a political  development  that  is  not  with- 
out significance  in  the  chain  of  circumstances  that  brought  Foster 
o the  front  as  a labor  politician — the  Communist  party  had  come 
out  into  the  open,  only  thinly  disguised,  as  the  Workers  Party.  The 
Workers  Party  was  and  is  the  political  wing  of  the  Trade  Union 
iducational  League.  Or,  if  you  like  it  better,  the  Trade  Union 
educational  League  is  the  other  wing  of  the  Workers  Party.  Each 
13  the  other,  and  both  represent  the  political  communist  movement 
of  Russia  in  the  United  States. 

Greeks  Bearing  Gifts 

The  danger  to  the  American  labor  movement  that  lies  in  the 
Vorkers  Party,  and  its  connections,  is  well  understood  by  the  ex- 
perienced persons  in  the  various  organizations,  through  which  the 
(.ifferent  labor  conceptions  have  hitherto  found  expression.  Offi- 
(ially,  the  several  organizations  and,  individually,  the  understanding 
lien  and  women  in  them,  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  resist  every  at- 
tempt of  the  alleged  communistic  element  to  secure  a foothold.  The 
i ction  of  the  organizations  was  not  prompted  merely  by  a determina- 
t ion  to  prevent  the  rise  of  a rival  organization,  because  these  embry- 
cnic  communist  dictators  did  not  have  the  courage  and  honesty  to 
jublidy  avow  their  privately  professed  princijiles,  and  to  organize 
around  them. 

On  the  contrary,  they  masked  as  well  as  they  could  both  their 
I rinciples  and  their  intentions.  Like  the  cuckoos,  they  did  not  pro- 
fose  to  build  their  own  nests  but  to  invade  the  nests  of  others  (the 
organizations)  and  dispossess  the  rightful  owners — to  use  the  or- 
ganizations for  their  own  purposes. 

Labor  Unites  For  Defense 

Theirs  is  an  under  cover  movement  and,  like  all  other  similar  move- 
ments, it  is  underhanded  as  well.  They  are  not  out  in  the  open  and 
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honest.  They  intend  to  survive  and  thrive  by  trickery  and  stealth. 
They  are  parasitic  in  that,  like  all  other  parasites,  they  do  not  pre- 
tend to  an  independent  existence,  but  intend  to  exist  off  other  living 
organisms. 

This  is  why  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  the  I.  W.  W.,  the  Socialist  Party 
and  Farmer-Labor  Party ; Gompers,  Debs,  Fitzpatrick,  Olander,  Perl- 
stein,  and  others,  are  disputing  every  inch  of  ground  with  them,  in 
an  effort  to  save  the  labor  movement  from  their  sinister,  vampire 
influence. 

Communists  Preparing  Campaign 

The  National  Secretary  of  the  Farmer-Labor  Party,  Jay  G. 
Brown,  as  before  noted,  was  a member  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  Foster’s  Trade  Union  Educational  League  when  the  Workers 
Party,  with  the  T.  U.  E.  L.,  proposed  the  organization  of  a labor 
party.  It  is  not  presumptuous  to  assume  that  Jay  G.  Brown,  execu- 
tive committeeman  of  the  T.  U.  E.  L.,  was  in  favor  of  such  a scheme 
and  that,  in  this  capacity,  he  was  a party  to  the  referendum  launched 
by  the  Workers  Party  and  the  Trade  Union  Educational  League. 

American  Commissar 

Was  Brown,  National  Secretary  of  the  Farmer-Labor  Party, 
merely  a Foster  man  occupying  a strategically  important  office  for 
the  furtherance  of  the  scheme  to  transform  the  Farmer-Labor  Party 
into  a communist  instrument,  as  was  attempted  in  the  July,  1923, 
convention?  Such  are  the  advertised  tactics  of  the  communists.  It 
was  in  this  convention  that  Foster  first  openly  appeared  as  an  advo- 
cate of  political  action. 

Foster  had  been  to  Russia.  Prior  to  this  time  he  had  always  in- 
sisted, just  as  Gompers  insists,  that  labor  progress  depended  primar- 
ily upon  economic  organization  and  action.  Evidently  Foster  had 
been  impressed  by  a Russian  influence. 

He  returned  to  assume  leadership  of  the  vainly  and  poorly  dis- 
guised communist  movement,  and  proclaimed  a belief  in  the  necessity 
for  and  the  efficacy  of  political  action. 

A Sinister  Purpose 

But  the  political  movement,  for  which  Foster  proposes  to  stand, 
contemplates  the  domination  of  the  labor  unions.  It  is  the  intention 
of  the  communists,  baldly  and  boldly  expressed,  to  make  the  unions 
the  instrument  of  a political  party,  rather  than  the  political  party 
the  instrument  of  the  union  movement.  We  would,  if  the  communists 
are  successful,  have  unions  run  by  politicians,  instead  of  politicians 
run  by  the  unions. 

This  could  mean  only  one  thing — the  paralysis  of  the  economic 
movement.  This  is  the  communist  scheme — not  because  we  say  so, 
but  because  they  have  said  so,  in  every  pronouncement  in  every  organ 
they  control  that  deals  with  this  phase  of  their  proposals. 
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But  here  again  Foster  turns  a double  somersault.  He  discards 
economic  action  as  the  redeeming  force  and  accepts  political  action. 
He  seeks  democracy  through  a “benevolent”  dictatorship. 

Is  he  sincere?  For  Foster — YES! 

Winning  Another  Trick 

The  communists  wanted  a unity  conference  a chance  to  break 
into  the  organized  labor  movement  under  projiitious  auspices. 
appear  to  have  had  at  least  Brown  in  an  influential  position  within 

the  Farmer-Labor  Party. 

Relying  upon  the  fact  that  men  who  are  themselves  honest  are 
not  inclined  to  suspicion,  it  was  arranged  to  have  John  Fitzpatrick 
make  the  motion  calling  a national  convention  of  the  Farmer-Labor 
Party,  with  the  end  in  view  of  attempting  unity  of  the  various  politi- 
cal groups.  The  record  would  thus  show  this  move  originating  in  an 

unquestionable  F.  L.  P.  source. 

Watkpt  no 
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The  convention  convened  on  July  3,  1923.  There  were  communists 
from — everywhere  and  nowhere,  but  they  were  there  central  bodies, 
unions,  singing  societies,  athletic  organizations,  educational  leagues 
(built  overnight),  language  groups,  etc.,  etc.  They  were  mainly 
from  Chicago  and  vicinity,  but  they  carried  credentials  from  as  far 
east  as  the  Atlantic  and  as  far  west  as  the  Pacific.  They  were  num- 
erous and  noisy,  not  to  say  boisterous.  But  labor  was  alert  and  they 
sustained  an  inglorious  defeat,  in  that  they  failed  to  capture  the 
F.  L.  P.  and  its  machinery,  which  would  have  provided  an  easy  pas- 
sage into  hundreds  of  A.  F.  of  L.  unions. 

How  were  they  there  with  credentials  ? 

Carefully  Planned  Carei.essness 

Ordinarily  one  would  expect  that  the  national  secretary  of  an 
important,  or  even  of  an  unimportant  political  party  would  jealously 
guard  so  sacred  a trust  as  a convention  call,  where  so  many  disagree- 
ing elements  were  invited  to  confer.  However,  rumor  has  it,  and 
the  convention  seemed  to  bear  the  rumor  out,  that  Jay  G.  Brown 
was  very  careless  with  the  call.  It  is  said  that  the  Workers  Party 
and  Foster’s  Trade  Union  Educational  League  furnished  Mr.  Brown 
with  their  official  mailing  lists,  to  the  addresses  upon  which  the  call 
went-  that  the  Workers  Party  and  the  Trade  Union  Educational 
League  “co-operated”  in  the  work  of  mailing  out  the  call;  that 
Wooers  Party  and. Trade  Union  Educational  League  speakers  and 
organizers  were  well  supplied  with  credentials  upon  their  itineraries. 

Was  Brown  Officer  or  C)rderly? 

Anyway,  the  “delegates”  came  to  the  convention  with  credentials. 

Mr.  Brown  was  the  custodian  of  the  credentials.  If  he  did  not  supply 

them,  then  they  were  forged.  , „ .u  k in 

Either  way,  through  these  credentials,  Foster  and  Ruthenberg  had 

sufficient  delegates  taking  orders  to  have  officered  the  Red  Army. 
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If  Brown  did  not  supply  the  credentials,  he  did  offer  a motion,  or 
an  amendment  to  an  amendment,  that,  had  they  allowed  it  to  pass, 
would  have  placed  the  convention  under  the  domination  of  Foster  and 
his  followers.  But.  drunk  with  power,  the  communists  were  not 
satisfied  to  merely  control  the  convention.  They  broke  all  the  rules 
of  deliberate  bodies  to  seat  Ruthenberg  in  it.  This  gentleman  made 
the  motion  that  adjourned  the  Farmer-Labor  Party  convention. 

UNITY? — of  the  lamb  and  the  wolf,  with  the  lamb  inside! 

Here  again.  Foster  displayed  his  opportunist  character  and  his 
lack  of  ethical  standards.  He  refuses  to  be  bound  by  the  rules  of 
the  game — unless  he  makes  them. 

Another  Strategic  Retreat 

Foster,  spokesman  for  the  “Federated”  Farmer-Labor  Party,  on 
July  5th,  appears  in  the  Illinois  State  Federation  of  Labor  convention 
on  September  10th  with  a proposal  to  organize  a “labor  party.” 

Is  he  sincere?  He  is  neither  tied  to  principle,  nor  can  he  be  so 
tied. 

Amalgamation 

His  amalgamation  scheme  was  introduced  before  the  Illinois  State 
Federation  of  Labor.  It  commanded  some  following  and,  as  usual, 
much  advertising.  But,  like  everything  else  connected  with  William 
Z.,  his  “amalgamation”  scheme  will  not  stand  analysis. 

Let  us  take  the  industry  about  which  he  professes  and  is  believed 
to  know  so  much — the  railroad  industry,  and  examine  what  he  pro- 
poses for  its  workers. 

In  the  Labor  Herald  for  April,  1922,  there  appeared  an  article 
by  Foster  under  the  caption  “Amalgamation  or  Annihilation.”  The 
substance  of  his  proposal  is  contained  in  the  following  paragraph : 

“There  would  be  no  necessity  to  split  the  Machinists’,  Black- 
smiths’, or  any  of  the  other  metal  trades  unions.  On  the  con- 
trary, such  a division  of  them  would  have  to  be  scrupulously 
avoided.  All  that  would  be  necessary  would  be  to  transfer  the 
bargaining  power  and  strike  control  of  the  shop  from  the  pres- 
ent craft  officers  into  the  hand  of  the  railroad  organization,  and 
a sufficient  share  of  the  per  capita  to  finance  this  work.  The 
blacksmiths,  machinists,  etc.,  would  remain  affiliated  with  their 
respective  craft  unions,  even  as  now.  The  vital  difference  would 
be  that  the  latter  would  have  nothing  to  say  as  to  when  they 
should  strike  or  stay  at  work.  That  power  would  rest  entirely 
with  the  general  railroad  union.” 

Here  is  opportunism  with  a vengeance  and  a proposition  that  stands 
logic  on  its  head.  But  then,  that  is  Foster. 

Amalgamation  Means  Cancellation 

If  this  arrangement  means  anything,  it  means  the  preservation  of 
the  craft  unions,  because,  under  it,  they  would  not  lose  their  separate 


identities — they  would  not  be  “amalgamated.”  They  would  not  even 
be  federated,  for  all  that  is  essential  in  autonomy — the  bargaining 
and  settlement  features- — would  be  forfeited.  Nor  would  industrial 
unionism  be  established. 

The  financial  proposal,  one  of  supreme  importance  to  any  union, 
is  childishly  naive,  and  betrays  the  organization  innocence  (it  were 
shame  to  term  it  ignorance)  of  the  great  apostle  of  “amalgamation. 

Can  Foster  Think? 

What  is  “a  sufficient  share  of  the  per  capita  to  finance  this  work  ? 
Who  is  to  determine?  Who  will,  and  how  will  they  enforce  any 
estimate?  For  remember  that  “the  respective  craft  unions”  and  the 
general  railroad  organization”  will  be  co-existent  bodies.  With  the 
craft  unions,  “even  as  now,”  the  bodies  constituting  ‘ the  general 
railroad  organization,”  how  would  matters  of  vital  organization  im- 
portance be  decided?  The  proposition  may  seem  clear  to  Foster,  but 
it  is  as  clear  as  mud  to  the  rest  of  us. 

How  are  the  craft  unions,  if  retained  “even  as  now,”  to  be  com- 
pelled to  forego  their  “say”  as  to  when  or  whether  they  will  partici- 
pate in  a strike  or  not,  how  the  strike  shall  be  conducted  or  when  it 
will  be  called  off? 

Again,  if  the  craft  unions  are  to  have  nothing  to  say  about  the 
job — be  deprived  of  their  power  to  bargain  upon  hours,  wages  and 
conditions — what  functions  will  they  be  performing  that  would  jus- 
tify their  retention? 

Why  should  they  collect  dues,  when  every  union  attribute  has 
been  stripped  from  them? 

To  advance  anything  so  illogical  and  contradictory  as  this  to  work- 
ers can  only  be  due  to  stujiidity  and  ignorance.  We  would  hate  to 
suggest  the  only  other  alternative. 

Either  Foster  knows  better  or  he  does  not.  If  he  does  know,  he 
is  a fraud.  And,  if  he  does  not  know,  he  is  a counterfeit,  and  far 
more  dangerous. 

Dualism  — Division  — Destruction 

So  far  we  have  only  dealt  with  Foster  in  connection  with  his 
railroad  “amalgamation.”  But  Foster  purposes  “amalgamation”  of 
the  craft  unions  in  all  the  other  industries  as  well,  so  that,  as  he  al- 
leges. industrial  unionism  will  be  realized  in  all  of  them. 

It  strikes  us  that  locals  of  the  machinists,  blacksmiths,  etc.,  are  found 
in  all  industries  as  well  as  in  the  railroad  industry.  To  carry  Foster’s 
scheme  for  the  railroads  into  all  the  industries  would  be  to  build  up 
what  he  pretends  such  a horror  of — a system  of  dual  unionism.  The 
craft  unions  would  still  continue  “even  as  now”  and  the  “industrial 
unions,”  for  which  he  professes  such  attachment,  would  be,  “even  as 
now,”  at  the  mercy  of  the  craft  unions  he  hates  and  despises  but  has 
not  the  courage  to  attack  openly  and  squarely. 

14 


1 


r 


An  Honest  Thought  Man’s  Noblest  Gift 

If  Foster  had  the  courage  to  be  outspoken  and  was  honest  enough 
not  to  pretend ; and  if  the  amalgamation  he  advocates  is  genuine,  it 
could  and  would  only  mean  the  fusing  of  such  craft  unions  as  exist 
within  each  industry.  In  the  fusing  process  the  identity  of  these 

craft  unions  would  be  lost.  If  they  were  not,  there  would  have  been 
no  amalgamation. 

An  Emasculating  Program 

Foster  and  his  associates  are  governed  by  the  stubbornness  of 
Ignorance,  or  the  determination  of  conspirators,  with  whom  the  end 
- theii  scheme  justifies  any  means.  Either  their  program  is  well 
intended,  although  erroneous,  and  consequently  misleading  and  in- 
jurious, or  it  is  calculatingly  illogical  and  dishonest,  and  is  being 
earned  on  for  the  purpose  of  emasculating  unionism  and  rendering 
all  economic  effort  sterile.  To  this  condition  it  condemns  labor;  and 
the  resentment  rising  out  of  this  knowledge,  the  self-seeking  and 
self-serving  individuals,  who  are  the  guiding  spirits  in  the  AmWican 
campaign  of  the  Third  International,  are  destined  to  encounter  while 
they  persevere  in  this  ruinous,  fratricidal  warfare. 

Making  Their  Own  Jobs 

They  are  at  a disadvantage— they  are  not  manv,  and  they  are  self- 
seeking  and  self-serving— Foster,  Ruthenberg,  Manley,  Browder,  etc. 
\\  hen  have  any  of  these  been  discovered  doing  real  work  on  a real 
job,  and  drawing  a real  pay  check  at  the  cashier’s  window?  WHEN? 

What  do  they  do?  They  “lead”  the  M’orkers  Party,  the  Trade 
Union  Educational  League,  and  the  “Federated”  Farmer-Labor 
Party,  and  they  are  more  than  willing  to  “lead”  the  rest  of  us. 

That  IS  what  they  do,  and  they  do  it  for  a living.  That  is  their 
trade— LEADING. ^ They  are  determined  to  create  a demand  for 
their  wares,  otherwise  they  will  not  have  enough  to  lead  so  that  meal 
tickets  will  be  regularly  forthcoming. 

Mountebanks 

These  fellows  believe  with  Barnum  that  “people  like  to  be  hum- 
bugged,  and  also  that  “there  is  one  born  every  minute.”  They  have 
discovered  a “good  thing,”  and  they  are  “nursing”  it  industriously. 
To  them,  the  “Workers”  party  is  simply  one  siphon,  just  as  the 
Communist  Labor  Party  was,  through  which  shekels  are  sucked  into 
theii ^ ])ot.  The  Trade  Union  Educational  League  is  another;  and 
the  “Federated”  Farmer-Labor  Party  is  a third. 

These  few,  who  are  “working”  the  many,  “sit  in”  simultaneously 
and  share  the  “tribute.”  An  easy  game  and  a paying  game,  even 
though  It  may  not  be  a square  and  clean  game.  As  the  quarrvman, 
who  broke  into  a bank,  said,  “It  beats  working.”  Moreover,  it'  beats 
working  when  you  do  not  know  how,  or  are  not  inclined  to  work. 

Casting  Another  Net 

Then  again,  if  they  do  not  do  this,  to  which  they  have  grown  ac- 
customed, and  which  pays,  what  will  they  do?  So,  with  that  good 
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1 usiliess  judgment  which  provides  for  the  future,  this  particular 
j roup  are  arranging  for  a “Gigantic  Unity’’  Conference  or  conven- 
lion,  to  be  held  in  Chicago  during  January,  1924.  There,  the  same 
jiersons  who  were  leaders  of  the  underground  Communist  Labor 
J’arty  and  who  are  now  the  leaders  in  the  Workers  Party,  the  Trade 
Union  Educational  League  and  “Federated’’  l^'anner-Labor  Party, 
will  manufacture  a new  disguise  for  their  old  program  and  their  own 
{ ame. 

Scheming  day  and  night,  the  Workers  Party,  the  Trade  Union 
] educational  League,  the  “Federated’’  Farmer-Labor  Party,  are  bend- 
ing every  effort  to  make  the  January  “pitch”  a success.  But  the 
Workers  Party  is  the  Trade  Union  Educational  League,  and  the 
‘ Federated’’  Farmer-Labor  Party  is  the  third  party  in  the  COM- 
.TUNIST  TRINITY . The  head  is  in  Moscow,  and  the  sting  in 
I hese. 

Breaking  the  Spell 

They  hope  and,  blind  as  they  were  at  Bridgman,  they  expect  that 
more  and  more  suckers  will  swim  into  their  net.  That  net  will  be 
(if  any  size,  weave  or  make  to  hold  a catch  that  promises  to  accept 
iheir  leadership  and  to  furnish  a payroll.  Their  policy  is  to  hide 
;.s  the  chameleon  hides.  They  are  so  committed  to  “policy”  that  they 
I annot  afford  to  be  honest. 

But  their  American  labor  dupes  are  awakening  and  growing  so 
! uspicious  that  the  Chicago  “Unity”  scheme  may  likely  fall  flat 
January,  1924.  The  workers  are  realizing  that  the  greatest  interest 
these  gents  have  in  the  working  places  of  the  country  is — Iiozu  to 
reap  out  of  them.  The  common  sense  of  the  American  workers  is 
( rganizing  itself  to  relegate  Ruthenberg  back  to  a law  office  and  to 
] provide  Foster  with  an  opportunity  to  look  for  real  work  and  break 
the  habit  of  a lifetime. 

The  Losing  Trick 

“Working  the  workers”  is  fine  business  while  it  lasts,  but  there  is 
c Iways  the  end — and  a reckoning.  For  “Commissar”  aspirants  there 
is  Russia.  But  upon  the  free  soil  of  the  United  States  there  is  no 
iuture  for  political  dictators  or  their  ambitious  imitators.  Dictator- 
■ ihip  is  a dead  issue  in  America.  That  was  settled  in  1776. 

To  a man  of  Foster’s  calibre,  who  has  succeeded  in  getting  him- 
self taken  seriously  enough  to  cause  trouble,  we  must  tender 
the  same  kind  of  admiration  we  would  extend  to  Dr.  Cook.  Both 
were  hailed  as  great  explorers  and  discoverers — until  found  out. 
I'oster,  like  the  doctor,  is  a fallen  meteor.  Over  the  grave  of  his 
hbor  ambition,  we  utter — not  prayerfully  nor  regretfully,  but  fer- 
1 ently 

REOUIESCAT  IN  PACE. 
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